PANTS

A religious person should be certain that he understands all the subtleties underlying another person's beliefs or conduct before he either accepts or rejects them. The many underlying subtleties of religious thought and conduct have arisen from science. Average people cannot appreciate these subtleties properly. For this reason, they oppose religious thought and conduct in the name of philosophy. 

Such opposition has been witnessed in every family, every country, every nation, every society, and every age. Every new generation dislikes the throught and conduct of the previous generation. The new generation then tries to replace the old ideas and customs with new ones. However, it is worth remembering here that the spiritual person is not attached to old ideas and customs. Neither does he hate new ideas and customs. He accepts a thought or a mode of conduct only when it is conducive to ascetism or self-development. 

Those who tend toward pleasure-seeking are not able to appreciate the discrimination practiced by those who are ascetic. Thus, such pleasure-seekers create disharmony everywhere. 

I will narrate a personal experience on this subject. 

I am sixty-five years old. This episode occured when I was seventeen or eighteen. I was born into a Brahmin family, and all the men used to wear dhotis; so I also wore one. In those days, the Kshatriyas, or members of the warrior cast., wore pyjamas or long trousers. 

In every society, a new generation of adults emerges every twelty-five years or so. This pleasure-seeking, joy-seeking generation usually is attracted to the very latest in fashionable clothes. 

I had a pair of pyjamas which I usually kept hidden. On one particular day I decided to wear them. My entire family was annoyed with me. They complained critically, "Take off those pyjamas; we are Brahmins and cannot wear clothes like Kshatriyas. 

I began to wonder: "Why not? A dhoti is a loose unsewn garment, and a pyjama is a sewn garment. This is the only difference between the two. Why can't a Brahmin wear them both?" 

But how was I to understand the things related to ascetism and self-development at such a young age? So, I refused to succomb to anyone's opposition; I wore the pyjamas anyway. News of what to me was a trivial incident spread through the entire neighborhood and then among the entire caste in my town. The elders gathered and decided: "We should stop this young man from wearing pyjamas, and we should not allow such corruption to spread any further." 

The wiser elders advised: "Our thoughts should not be imposed upon the young people. They should be persuaded with love to reconsider their actions. This young man asks why a Brahmin can't wear pyjamas. How is Brahmin dharma harmed by one's wearing pyjamas? Does one become a Brahmin merely by wearing certain clothes? If not, then what is the harm in wearing pyjamas?" 

Some other elders expressed their thoughts. “Well, this is a result of changing times. Let him wear the pyjamas." 

But other elders counter-argued, "If we let him wear such garments, others will follow his example. Then all young people will begin dressing like this. But if we are not able to explain the importance of dhotis, then it is better for us to remain silent." 

The elders were not able to agree on any one course of action. 

So, I continued to wear the pyjamas. After a while, my friends began to imitate me. As a result, they also had varying degrees of conflicts in their homes. But in the end, the young people won. Today, even girls and young women wear pyjamas, slacks, skirts, and other such clothes. 

Now, though, after many years, my experiences have taught me that the paths of pleasure and self-development are different. Since clothing serves some purpose, it is essential. Those who don't observe certain restrictions have not understood the path of self-development and ascetism. 

Different types of impressions are created by the kinds of clothing people wear: dirty, clean, ragged, new, old, fancy, plain, short, long, colorful, or subdued. This influences the types of impressions created in the mind of the person who is wearing them. For this reason, the selection of clothes for those on the paths of pleasure and ascetism are different. 
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